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Stylesheets 

Stylesheets save the formatting of a website.  The content is saved in the 

HTML file.  We save it separately so we can use multiple stylesheets or so 

we can change stylesheets in different situations.  For example a website 

might load one stylesheet if the page is viewed on a laptop and a  

different one if it is viewed on a tablet. 

Linked vs Inline 

Stylesheets can be written inside the HTML file, like this: 

<head> 

<stylesheet> 

body { background-color: #000000 } 

</stylesheet> 

</head> 

However this makes it difficult to change the stylesheet with a  

different one.  So usually we save our stylesheet in a .css file and 

then make a link to it from the HTML page, like this: 

<head> 

<link href=“stylesheet.css” rel=“stylesheet”> 

<link href=“stylesheet2.css” rel=“stylesheet”> 

</head> 

In this example the rules in stylesheet2.css will be applied AFTER 

those in stylesheet.css. 

Changing HTML Tag Formatting 

Styles can be linked to HTML tags.  So you could make all paragraph <p> 

tags display their text in red times new roman writing, for example.  

Write the name of the tag, with two curly brackets { } after it.  Inside the 

brackets go all of your formatting rules, each formatting rule should be 

separated with a semi-colon, like this: 

p {  color: red ; font-family: times new roman } 

Backgrounds 

You can change the background of your whole page by editing the <body> tag like this: 

body {  

 background-color: #000000; 

 background-image: url(‘background.png’); 

} 

This also works on table cells by editing the <td> tag or entire tables by editing the 

<table> tag. 

Colours 

CSS can use basic colour names like ‘red’, ‘white’, ‘blue’, ‘black’, etc.  But this doesn’t let 

you control the exact shade.  So usually we use HTML colour codes, such as #10AA76.  

The # shows that it is a colour code.  Then the next two characters are the amount of 

red, then the next two are how much green and then how much blue.  The characters 

are  

hexadecimal digits for how much colour.  So there is 10 red, AA green and 76 blue.   The 

highest amount of a colour is FF and the lowest is 00.  So #FF0000 is the code for pure 

red. 

Formatting Text 

You can apply text formatting to any tag that contains text, such as <p>, <h1>, <h2>, 

<a>, etc.  

p { 

 color: #00ff00; 

 font-family: arial, sans-serif; 

 font-size: 12pt; 

 text-decoration: underlined; 

 font-style: italic; 

 font-weight:bold; 

 text-align: left; // or center or right 

} 

Formatting Tables 

You can apply table formatting options to <table>, <tr> and <td>.  

table { 

 border-width: 1px;  

 border-style: solid; // or dashed or dotted 

 border-color: #ffffff;  

 margin: 5px; // the gap around the edge 

 padding: 5px; // the gap inside the edge 

 padding-right: 2px; // just for the right edge 

} 

Adding a stylesheet in Frontpage 

To add a new stylesheet you go to Format > Style Sheet Links…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This will open this window: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press the Add button and then find the stylesheet you want to add. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If it worked then the code should show something like this: 

 


